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 Gender Parity or at least a critical mass target of having 30 %

women in decision-making positions globally (Beijing Platform for

Action1995) + importance of the outcome: legislation enhancing

women’s rights or gender equality.

 Women in national parliaments: 18.4 % (18.5% of legislators in

lower houses and 17.6% in upper houses*) up from 13 % in

1990.

 Highest are Nordic countries (41.4%)* + Rwanda (56.25 %)

 Lowest are Arab states (9.1%) and Pacific Island states (1.8%)*

 16% of Ministerial posts are held by women

 Women Heads of State: 4.7%, Women Heads of Government:

4.2%, Women Heads of Parliament: 10.7%

*source: Inter-Parliamentary Union – October 2008

Women’s Political Participation



Barriers to women’s participation

 Political obstacles
- Impact of the electoral system (First-Past-the Post versus Proportional
Representation has proven to be the most important predictor of high numbers of
women in parliament)

- Absence of special measures (quotas, reserved seats)

- Political Party structures (party nominations and selection of party lists is often
male-dominated)

 Socio-economical factors
- Lack of funds , fundraising skills, fewer links to corporate and other sources of funds

- Unemployment

- Family and domestic responsibilities

- Lack of education and capacities

 Ideological obstacles
- Cultural norms

- Fixed and traditional gender roles

- Lack of confidence

- Media portrayal of women in politics



Promoting meaningful 

participation: The Electoral Cycle and Beyond

 Challenge of securing gender equality in political participation goes beyond
achieving better quantitative ratios between men and women during an
election year + importance of the outcome: legislation enhancing
women’s rights or gender equality+ increasing the participation of women
not only in electoral processes but also on-going local and national
decision-making processes

 Enhance women’s participation – as voters, candidates and electoral
administrators.

 Work with political parties to integrate gender equality goals into parties’
regulations.

 Support electoral and constitutional reform processes

 Promote Civic and voter education (including capacity building of
journalists on gender sensitive reporting or media training)

 Capacity development of womens’ candidate and women currently in
office

 Networking (i.e women’s parliamentary caucuses, women’s sections of
political parties, informal networking)



The International Knowledge Network of 

Women in Politics (www.iKNOW Politics.org)

 iKNOW Politics is a joint initiative of UNDP, UNIFEM, IPU, NDI
and International IDEA.

 online workspace designed to increase the participation and
effectiveness of women in political life by utilizing a technology-
enabled forum

 Access resources, share experiences and create knowledge.

 After less than two years of existence, iKNOW Politics has now
more than 3,000 members around the world, with more than 1,200
resources available on-line. Since the first day of its launch, iKNOW
Politics has provided free and easy access to resources specifically
designed to help women run political campaigns, participate in the
political parties, fundraise, work with media and voters, advocate
and lobby for women’s issues
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