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• The Mexican Nation is a representative, democratic 
federation conformed by 32 autonomous entities (31 
states and one Federal District). 

• The government system is presidential. 

• Both the Federation and each of the 32 federal entities 
adjust to the traditional model of power division: 

Executive
Legislative
Judicial

I. Mexican Electoral System



• the IFE is a public, autonomous and independent 
institution responsible for the preparation, organization, 
conduction, and surveillance of federal elections
(president and senators every 6 years and deputies 
every 3).

• Among its activities are the revision and adjustment of 
electoral geography, the accomplishment and updating 
of the voter’s roll, the attention to the rights and 
prerogatives of parties and political groups, and the 
formulation and implementation of civic education 
programs.

• It exerts its authority by means of decentralized bodies 
located in 300 electoral districts throughout the country. 

The Federal Electoral Institute of Mexico (IFE):



II. 2006 experience in numbers

Civic participation:

• 71  374,373 registered voters

• 41,791,322 cast votes in 2006 (58.55%)

• 130,488 polling booths

• 913,389 polling booth officials



Electoral Results Management
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* Vote tallies from sheets with inconsistencies were available from the PREP internet site under a specific link, but 
not part of the total PREP vote count, as a result of a February 2006 agreement between IFE and political parties.

Results



Exit polls and private quick counts

Margin
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Margin matters

23.4% 6.4% 0.56%

1994

50.1%

26.7%

16.3%

2000

42.5%

36.1%

16.6%

2006

35.89% 35.33%

22.22%



Electoral results management



Political considerations

• Effectiveness: clear procedures

• Security

• Opportunity and timing (political sensitivity)

• Dissemination of results

• Publication of results (available at all times)

• Controversies and penalties

• Implementation of quick counting measures

• Anticipation of procedure explanations to Political 
Parties, the media, NGO’s and so on. 


