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The Media during the 2007/8 Kenyan election:
Complicit in the post election violence?
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The media during the 2013 Kenyan election: Supporting
peace at the expense of accountability?

very cautious...very restrained...
careful...reticent...hesitant...self-
censoring...lacked courage and
objectivity...did-not delve deeply
enough...suppression of stories...
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2007/8 2013

Media widely Media self-
accused of censoring to
being complicit avoid inciting
In post-election violence

violence




The media and electoral cycle approach
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Sema Kenya: Constructive moderated

discussion
N" ! AN
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“you don’t have to fear a leader, you can ask any question, Kenyans have a \
voice, Kenya is a beautiful country, and Kenyans can be peaceful. People try

to bring out the worst in us but we are reasonable people... peaceful
people aired their views without any friction.”

RHNFS\ Female 25-44, urban Mombasa, TV and radiy




Sema Kenya: Informing and educating

“I think Sema Kenya stood on its own \
because it took the media to the people. It

discussed very salient issues that
the other media did not.”

\ Media practitioner

In-depth locally Yyou see when a pe_rson IS )
well informed he is free to

driven information choose what is right for him.”

\ Male 45+, rural Kisumu, radicy
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Sema Kenya: Supporting Kenyans to hold
leaders to account

“The citizens will NOt be afraid since everyone had

been given the ability through that programme to
address the government.”

Female 15-24, urban Mombasa, radiy

“... It's like signing a contract, and it’s Iike\
we have evidence that you

promised such and such a thing to be
realised within a specified time. If they
don’t perform, they can be

kKicked out in the next election.”

Female 25-44, urban Mombasa, TV and
radio

REINFORCING CREDIBILITY AND ACCEPTANCE OF ELECTORAL PROCESSES The Role of Electoral Stakeholders and Electoral Administrations Dead Sea, Jordan 7-11 April 2014



The media and electoral cycle approach

intial scan of media scene |

O0 budget & funding

X
T A lectoral calendar &
Q, institutional strengthening el
Lo & professional development operational work-plans
v\,/ represent and engage citizens PLANNING &&;w o
Q needs assessme
o STRATEGY logistics & security
~ networking staff recruitment
) procurement
O voter register update design media
#U i ral systam EME reform TRAINING support strategy
w & boundarios e i ; develop procedures operational training for
'4 build political reporting capacity alectoral officials
revievy media codes
8 REFORM INFORMATION ot conduct
legal reform votar & civic education P
o proposals  archiving & resaarch m;e'_’l:‘::;zsz: -
hold govt to account on election promises obsarver accreditation A ;
REVIEW REGISTRATION
audits & evaluations endage and pRry g
official resufts  Inform voters party registration
revievy and : - -
idertify media complaints & appeals i d e— miECR RGO
support lessons NOMINATION citizens
resuits tabulation SR codesof vondact
in ibur
R E S. U LTS ballot papers madia access
il voting  interrogate campaign coordination
rego? policies investigate
results
—  VOTING CAMPAIGN andreport ke

issues

special & external voting

dispute resolution

ELECTORAL pEROY

REINFORCING CREDIBILITY AND ACCEPTANCE OF ELECTORAL PROCESSES The Role of Electoral Stakeholders and Electoral Administrations Dead Sea, Jordan 7-11 April 2014



http://www.bbc.co.uk/mediaaction/public
ationsandpress
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