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other people s myths celebrates the universal art of storytelling and the rich diversity of
stories that people live by drawing on biblical parables greek myths hindu epics and the
modern  mythologies  of  woody  allen  and  soap  operas  wendy  doniger  o  flaherty
encourages us to feel anew the force of myth and tradition in our lives and in the lives of
other cultures she shows how the stories of mythology whether of greek gods chinese
sages or polish rabbis enable all cultures to define themselves she raises critical questions
about the way we interpret mythical stories especially the way different cultures make use
of central texts and traditions and she offers a sophisticated way of looking at the roles
myths play in all cultures

the coffin published in this book represents a type that had some popularity in southern
upper egypt in the early middle kingdom but which despite its extraordinary decoration
had not attracted attention so far the most striking feature of the decoration is that the
object friezes the pictorial rendering of ritual implements usually found on coffin interiors
of the period also include complete ritual scenes some of which are attested only here
apart from this the decoration includes an extensive selection of the religious texts know
as the coffin texts the author first studies the archaeological context and dating of the
coffin and attempts a reconstruction of the construction procedures from his technical
description of the monument the detailed account of the decoration in the rest of the
book interprets the ritual iconography and offers fresh translations and interpretations of
the coffin texts a methodological innovation is that he regards the scenes and texts not
as individual decoration elements but as components of an integral composition the
background of this composition is argued to be a view of life in the hereafter in which the
deceased is involved in an unending cycle of ritual action which reflects the funerary
rituals that were actually performed on earth on the one hand these netherworldly rituals
aim at bringing the deceased to new life by mummification on the other the newly
regenerated deceased partakes in embalming rituals for gods representing his dead
father osiris or atum these gods in their turn effectuate the deceased s regeneration the
entire process results in a cycle of resuscitation in which the afterlife of the deceased and
of the father gods are interdependent the sociological bias of this interpretation with its
emphasis  on  kinship  relations  differs  significantly  from  earlier  attempts  to  explain
egyptian funerary religion
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greek myths have long been admired as beautiful thrilling stories but dismissed as serious
objects of belief for centuries scholars have held that greek epics tragedies and the other
compelling works handed down to us obscure the real myths that supposedly inspired
them instead of joining in this pursuit of hidden meanings sarah iles johnston argues that
the very nature of myths as stories as gripping tales starring vivid characters enabled
them to do their most important work to create and sustain belief in the gods and heroes
who formed the basis of greek religion by drawing on work in narratology sociology and
folklore studies and by comparing greek myths not only to the myths of other cultures but
also to fairy tales ghost stories fantasy works modern novels and television series the
story of myth reveals the subtle yet powerful ways in which these ancient greek tales
forged enduring bonds between their characters and their audiences created coherent
story worlds and made it possible to believe in extraordinary gods johnston captures what
makes greek myths  distinctively  greek but  simultaneously  brings  these myths  into a
broader conversation about how the stories told by all cultures affect our shared view of
the cosmos and the creatures who inhabit it

includes knowledge and misrecognition mythology and gender in aboriginal australia by
annette hamilton annotated separately

this book attempts to come to grips with a set of widely ranging but connected problems
concerning myths their relation to folktales on the one hand to rituals on the other the
validity and scope of the structuralist theory of myth the range of possible mythical
functions  the effects  of  developed social  institutions  and literacy the character  and
meaning of ancient near eastern myths and their influence on greece the special forms
taken by greek myths and their involvement with rational modes of thought the status of
myths as expressions of the unconscious as allied with dreams as universal symbols or as
accidents  of  primarily  narrative  aims  almost  none  of  these  problems  has  been
convincingly handled even in a provisional way up to the present and this failure has
vitiated not only such few general  discussions as exist  of  the nature meanings and
functions of myths but also in many cases the detailed assessment of individual myths of
different cultures the need for a coherent treatment of these and related problems and
one that is not concerned simply to propagate a particular universalistic theory seems
undeniable how far the present book will satisfactorily fill such a need remains to be seen
at least it makes a beginning even if in doing so it risks the criticism of being neither fish
nor fowl sociologists and folklorists may find it from their specialized viewpoints a little
simplistic in places and a few classical colleagues will not forgive me for straying far
beyond greek myths even though these can hardly be understood in isolation or solely in
the light of studies in cult and ritual others may find it less easy than anthropologists
sociologists historians of thought or students of french and english literature to accept
the relevance of levi strauss to some of these matters but his theory contains the one
important new idea in this field since freud it is complicated and largely untested and it
demands careful attention from anyone attempting a broad understanding of the subject
the beliefs of freud and jung on the other hand are a more familiar element in the
situation and have given rise to an enormous secondary literature much of it arbitrary
and some of it absurd the author has tried to isolate the crucial ideas and subject them
to a pointed if too brief critique so too with those of ernst cassirer this book attempts to
come to grips with a set of widely ranging but connected problems concerning myths their
relation to folktales on the one hand to rituals on the other the validity and scope of the
structuralist theory of myth the range of possib

for decades classical myth has been one of the most popular and best selling texts for the
study of classical myth oxford university press is proud to publish this essential book in a
vibrant  new  ninth  edition  complemented  by  digital  learning  resources  that  further
enhance the reader s engagement with the classical past package this text at a discount
with one or more of the author s translations of the iliad the odyssey and the aeneid all
pubished by oxford university press or with any title in the oxford world s classics series

drawing  from  ethnographic  examples  found  throughout  the  world  this  revised  and
updated text offers an introduction to what anthropologists know or think about religion
how they have studied it and how they have interpreted or explained it since the late
nineteenth  century  robert  winzeler  s  balanced  consideration  of  classic  topics  basic
concepts and new developments in the anthropological study of religion moves beyond
cultural anthropology and ethnography to gather information from physical anthropology
prehistory and archaeology written as a sophisticated but accessible treatment of the
issues anthropology and religion is a key text for upper division courses
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this oxford companion to the ancient classical world is aimed at the general reader
interested in learning more about the very bedrock of western culture covering such
topics as history morals mythology medicine and social life

the  advent  of  educational  neuroscience  a  transdisciplinary  exercise  emerging  from
cognitive neuroscience and educational psychology is the examination of physiological
processes that undermine support and enhance the capacities to learn and create the
physiological underpinnings of learning and creativity each impact human ability and
performance  and  mediate  the  processes  of  becoming  educated  expert  and  valued
evidence of  learning provides support  to an ongoing canon process  system field or
domain while  evidence of  creativity  results  in  an elaboration or  departure  from an
ongoing  canon  process  system field  or  domain  educational  neuroscience  extends  a
challenge to  scholars  from multiple  contexts  to  engage in  the  characterization  and
exploration of human ability and performance in these realms the role of context both
environmental and interoceptive is an integral part of efforts in educational neuroscience
and in theories of constructivist learning to contribute ecologically valid insight to the
pragmatic processes of learning and creativity examination at this level of specificity is
vital  to our ability to educate and support human potential  in the 21st century this
research topic examines the neural basis of cognitive states and processes that influence
knowledge  and  skill  acquisition  tied  to  the  demonstration  of  human  ability  and
performance  across  individual  differences  and  in  multiple  contexts  including  stem
learning and the arts
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