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direct democratic choice sets out to understand how the citizens actually decide in
direct democratic votes author hanspeter kriesi has analyzed nearly twenty years of
post election surveys in switzerland 1981 1999 which he has contextualized according
to the various political issues and the relevant arguments provided by the political
elites this book s core argument is that the citizens who participate in direct
democratic votes make competent choices kriesi s extensive empirical research
shows that the majority of these voters arrive at their decisions on the basis of
arguments about the advantages and disadvantages of the available options the
less competent and less interested citizens either do not vote or if they do employ
heuristic shortcuts allowing them to make approximately reasonable decisions kriesi
provides strong support for an optimistic view of direct democratic decision making
but also indicates that this process wherever it occurs can be improved by proper

institutional design and by appropriate strategies enacted by the political elite

conducting elections in india is a mammoth task compounded by the sheer scale
size and diversities in this country millions of people are involved in ensuring that this
exercise is conducted smoothly this anthology presents stories of gift sacrifice hope
creativity enthusiasm and the diversity of experiences that showcase the picture of

the story of elections in india

critics of referendums often lament that big money may buy success at the ballot box
but spending by interest groups may also be informative for citizens this can only
happen however if the financing of referendum campaigns is regulated this book

offers an overview of these regulations and presents research on their effects

candidates and voters extends our understanding of vote choice and representation
showing empirically that elections work better than is normally assumed through

extensive analysis of us house races the book will be of interest to political observers
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political scientists and others interested in elections and democratic representation

this book electoral democracy and management of elections delves into the
multifaceted aspects of electoral processes aiming to provide readers with a
comprehensive understanding of the theoretical perspectives and practical
intricacies involved in conducting free fair and efficient elections the chapters within
this book delve into various dimensions of electoral democracy and election
management exploring the historical development theoretical underpinnings and
contemporary challenges faced in the pursuit of democratic ideals in the world where
the pulse of democracy beats to the rhythm of informed choices this chapter explores
the pivotal role of voter education in enhancing citizen participation it navigates the
labyrinthine pathways that lead to effective voter education programs unravelling
strategies that illuminate the path for both citizens and policymakers the journey
doesn t end there the chapter dauntlessly confronts barriers that impede voter

participation dissecting each obstacle and charting ways to surmount them

papua new guined s general election in 2007 attracted particular interest for several
reasons not only did it follow what was widely acknowledged as the country s worst
election ever in 2002 in which elections in six of the country s 109 electorates were
declared to be failed elections it was the first general election to be held under a new
limited preferential voting system it also followed the first full parliamentary term
under the organic law on the integrity of political parties and candidates which had
been introduced in 2001 in an attempt to strengthen political parties and create a
greater degree of stability in the national parliament and was the first to embrace a
whole of government approach to electoral administration through an
interdepartmental electoral committee this volume provides an analysis of the 2007
election drawing on the work of a domestic monitoring team organized through the
national research institute and several visiting scholars it addresses key issues such
as voter education electoral administration election security the role of political
parties women as candidates and voters the shift to limited preferential voting and

hiv transmission and provides detailed accounts of the election in a number of open
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and provincial electorates it is generally agreed that the election of 2007 was an

improvement on that of 2002 but problems of electoral administration and voting

behaviour remain these are identified in this volume and recommmendations made for

electoral reform
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