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Looks familiar? 
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Wordle -  Word Clouds 



In cooperation with 

Beyond Standards: just semantics? 
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The word standard is also misleading because it suggests that there exists a 
consistent benchmark for elections 

It suggests that there is one standardised way for organising every speci!c 
component of an electoral process 

There are no such bench-marks and there are no such agreed procedures.  

There are obligations based on international instruments! 

Forget Standards: Obligations! 
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Commitments (or obligations) for democratic elections…  
 stem from political rights and fundamental freedoms in 

treaties and political pledges. 
 provide the legal basis for technical assistance in a spirit of 

partnership and cooperation. 
 represent the principles by which observers assess 

elections. 

The aim of electoral assistance is to support partner countries
 meet the international commitments and obligations they
 have signed up to. 

International Obligations 
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Public international law  
on human and political

 rights  

International good practice  
on democratic elections 

•   International Customary Law 

•   International Treaties 

•   Regional Treaties 

•   Declarations & Political

 Commitments 

Experience from democratic
 elections elsewhere 
“…practices relating to the
 administration of an election that, by
 the extent of their use in elections, are
 recognised as ensuring that
 international obligations can be met.” 
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International Treaty Standards 
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International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR) 

Article 19: Everyone shall have the right to freedom of
 expression 

Article 21: The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognised. 
Article 22: Everyone shall have the right to freedom of

 association with others 

Article 2: any person whose rights or  freedoms…are violated
 shall have an effective remedy…determined by competent
…authority.  

International Treaty Standards 
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The EC Compendium 

  A comprehensive 
catalogue of all legal 
obligations and political 
commitments that cover 
the electoral process 

  Includes a global matrix 
showing the 
commitments and 
obligations each country 
is legally or politically 
obligated to 

  Developed for EU 
observation missions but 
broadly applicable in 
electoral assistance 
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1.  The right and opportunity, 
without any distinction or 
unreasonable restrictions, for 
citizens to participate in 
government and public affairs 
through: 

  Periodic elections 
  Genuine elections 
  Universal suffrage 
  Equal suffrage 
  The right to stand for 

election 
  The right to vote 
  The right to a secret ballot 
  The free expression of the 

will of voters 

The EC criteria 

2. The freedom of expression 

3. The freedom of association 

4. The freedom of assembly 

5. The freedom of movement 

6. The freedom from discrimination 

7. The right to an effective legal remedy 
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  African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance (2007) and 
African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (1981 

  ECOWAS Protocol on Democracy and Good Governance Supplementary 
to the Protocol Relating to the Mechanisms for Con#ict Prevention, 
Management, Resolution, Peace and Security (2001) 

  League of Arab States (LAS - the new Arab Charter on Human Rights of 
2004)  

  OAS Charter and American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man 
(1948) 

  American Convention on Human Rights (1969) 
  CoE Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 

Freedoms  (1950) 

Regional Legal Instruments 
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International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
 Racial Discrimination, 1965 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
 against Women, 1979 

Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities, 2006 

International Treaty Standards 
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“Experts come with their 
‘standards’ – but they’re not 
relevant here and they’re 
inappropriate…” 

Looks familiar? 
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  IPU Declaration on Criteria for Free and Fair Elections (1994) 

  Venice Commission Guidelines on Elections(2002) 

  UNHRC General Comments to the ICCPR 

   SADC Principles and Guidelines Governing Democratic Elections  

Other Initiatives  
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1.  The right and opportunity, without any distinction or unreasonable 
restrictions, for citizens to participate in government and public affairs 
through: 

  Periodic elections 
  Genuine elections 
  Universal suffrage 
  Equal suffrage 
  The right to stand for election 
  The right to vote 
  The right to a secret ballot 
  The free expression of the will of voters 

The EC criteria 
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2. The freedom of expression 

3. The freedom of association 

4. The freedom of assembly 

5. The freedom of movement 

6. The freedom from discrimination 

7. The right to an effective legal 

remedy 

The EC criteria 
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International Customary Law 
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International Customary Law 
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International Obligations 

Arts 21 (1,3) UDHR
 and 25 ICCPR Political Context 
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International Obligations 

Results
 Management 
Art. 25 ICCPR 

E-day activities 
Art. 25 ICCPR 
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International Obligations 

Legal Framework Art 21 and 25 ICCPR 
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International Obligations 

Voter Registration Equal and Universal
 Suffrage – Art. 25 

ICCPR 
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The EC criteria 

Electoral Campaign 

Freedom of
 Assembly 

(Art. 21) and
 Freedom of

 Movement ( Art. 12
 ICCPR) 
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The EC criteria 

Media 
Freedom of Speech
 and Assembly - Art.

 19 ICCPR 
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The EC criteria 

Gender Issues Art. 7 UN CEDAW 
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Election
 Administration  

 Right to Security 
of Person - Art. 9

 ICCPR 
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Electoral Campaign 
Right to Access to

 Information 
Art. 19 ICCPR 
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Observation and Assistance  

election period	
post-election period	


pre-election period	


real beginning of
 a new cycle 

there is no immediate
 operational and

 political pressure 

opportunity for review,
 strategic thinking,

 planning and action 

Observers
 recommendations are

 crucial to reform debate 

Facilitate and feed the
 political dialogue 

adopt and apply
 lessons and

 recommendations 

Structural
 reforms and

 long-term
 capacity

 development 
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The independent evaluation and analysis of  the reasons why certain 
principles cannot be met provides the basis for the future programming of 
electoral and democracy assistance 

The new value of the Final Report. A snapshot of the state of democracy in 
the partner country, a documentation of the gap between legal obligations 
and real practice 

The importance of the recommendations as the EU EOM legacy  

Rede!ning the notion of EU EOM independence  

Need to involve the EU institutions on the ground in the post electoral 
period 

In movement 
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  International and regional instruments 

  Treaty-based 

  Non Treaty-based 

  Political commitments 

  General comments and recommendations 


