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A 0 Background to parliamentary development

It is commonly thought that free and fair elections represent the culmination of the
democratic process.

Free elections, held according to internationally agreed standards, are a necessary
but not sufficient condition for democracy to operate.

The objectives of
I Realizing the promise of elections
I Minimizing the risk of public disillusionment with the democratic proce:
A requires investments interg democratic development,
A particularly the consolidation of governing institutions like parliaments.

Electoral Process Assistance and Parliamentary Assemblies Support should be linked
as part of an integrated strategy
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o é Trends in parliamentary development area:

A Parliamentary Development remains still rather small in
terms of overall governance development assistance size
(executive and civil society remain priorities)

A Too often major investments in elections are not
followed by any support to the newly elected
representative institutions
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N é Trends in parliamentary development area:

V Still not so numerous parliamentary development initiatives, probably due
to:

A little capacity of donor staff
A political nature

V However field of parliamentary development growing rapidly
A increased interest of the donor community in this field,

A many new entrants to the field lack experience and contex
respect to the emerging trends and issues
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Q Parliamentary Development :
%\ Concrete actions and methods to strengthen the parliaments
nRa

Insight of what is done by UNDP and the other actors in the parliaments of the
world

Rapid oversight:

1. Development of a parliament’s institutional and legal framework
A Constitutional reform
A Rules of procedure and framework laws reform

2. Development of the administration
A Development of the parliamentary infrastructure
A Development of the secretariat staff organization and management
A Development of the parliamentary information management
A Policy analysis and research capacity

3. Support to MPs
A Improving motivation, involvement, skills and capacities

A Development of the parliamentary groups management amakiagision
structure
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Rapid oversight:

Parliamentary Development :
Concrete actions and methods to strengthen the parliaments

Insight of what is done by UNDP and the other actors in the parliaments of the world

4, Development of a parliament’s three main functions

A

Development of the legislative role

T Development of the legislation review and drafting functions
| Development of the committee structures

A Development of the representative role
T Development of constituency relations
I A |l egislatureds representative functior
T Development of parliamentary institutional outreach and civic education
T Development of parliamentary diplomacy/cooperation
A Development of parliargenternment relations and oversight
T | mproving parliamentdos role in ensurincg
T Development of governipariament relations
5. Development of parliament’s transversal roles
A Parliamentos role in economi-mworg@addces | o
A Promotion and defence of human rights
A Development of geAgsponsive processes and policies
A Strengthening minoritiesdé participat
A Crisis prevention, peacemaking, conflict management and recovery role
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C Practitioners/implementing agencies

C Associations of Parliamentary institutions

¢ Parliaments

C CSO

C Donors

C Other actors
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