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a Q PART 1
\ Participation of Women In Africa

A Africa: continent where women have the most difficulty accessing
electoral posts and securing appointments to high level positions,
with some exceptions:

U Liberia (January 2006): Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf becomes the first
female president on the continent

U Rwanda (September 2008): the Rwandan Parliament becomes the
first one in the world with a majority of women (56,25%). A woman

is speaker of Parliament.

A Arab region: lowest rate of women participation in decision-making
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= o Some Facts and Figures
(Source: IPU)

West Africa  Arab Region

Women Heads of State i 0
Women Heads of Governments 0 0
Women at Ministerial Level 18.83% 7.88%
Women Presidents of 2 0
Parliaments

Women in Parliament 11.91% 9.60%

(Lower or Single House)
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 " 4 o Women in Arab and West African
N Parliaments (source: IPU)

Percentage of women in Percentage of women in
Lower or single house Lower or single house
Regions
Nordic Countries 36.4% 42%
Americas 12.9% 21.5%
Europe (without Nordic 13.8% 19.3%
Countries) Global
average
Asia 13.4% 18.4% g
2009
Sub-Saharan Africa 10.1% 18.2%
Pacifique 9.8% 13%

West Africa m
X
Arab States m
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/ The Legal Framework
af

1. QUOTA LAWS:
West Africa: Mauritania, Burkina Faso (30% quota law)
Arab region: Iraq, Egypt (quota on 64 seats in Parliament)

2. GENTLEMEN’S AGREEMENTS between political parties:

Morocco, Mali, Ghana

3. VOLONTARY QUOTA:

West Africa: Niger, Cote d'Ivoire
Arab region: Algeria, Tunisia

U PARLIAMENTS: women parliamentary caucuses (Sierra Leone, Burkina Faso)
permanent gender committees (Ghana)
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West African Countries

Countries Women in Voting system
Parliament (2009)
Senegal 22% Mixed
Mauritanie 20% Mixed
Guinea 19,3% Mixed
Cape Verde 18,1% Proportional
Burkina Faso 15,3% Proportional
Sierra Leone 13,2% Majority
Liberia 12,5% Majority
Niger 11,1% Mixed
Togo 11,1% Proportional
Benin 10,8% Proportional
Mali 10,2% Majority
Guinea Bissau 10% Proportional
Gambia 9,43% Majority
Cote d'lvoire 8,44% Majority
Ghana 7,9% Majority
Nigéria 7% Majority
Qepanized within 1BYTA B GEAWED

Countries

Iraq
Tunisia
UAE
Sudan
Djibouti
oPt

Syria
Morocco
Algeria
Kuwait
Libya
Jordan
Somalia
Lebanon
Comoros
Bahrein
Egypt
Yemen
Oman
Qatar
Saoudi Arabia

Arab countries

Women in

Parliament (2009)

25.5%
22.9%
22.5%
18.1%
13.9%
12.9%
12.4%
10.5%
7.7%
7.7%
7.7%
6.4%
5.9%
3.1%
3%
2.5%
1.8%
0.3%
0%
0%
0%
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Voting system

Mixed
Mixed
X
X
Majority
Mixed
Majority
Proportional

Proportional

Majority
X
Majority
X
Majority
Majority
Majority
Majority
Majority
Proportional
X
X
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