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Parliamentary development
In._post-conflict societies

Observations from working
with the Assembly of Kosovo
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Building a democratic parliament

in transition or post-conflict situations.
Challenges are related to:

C organizing an orderly, peaceful and democratic transition of power
(after elections)

C building a effective political institutions in a context where there are
often other urgent humanitarian or social needs

C parliaments to demonstrate an inclusive and democratic decision
making process, which contributes to internal peace building within
a society overcoming the burden of past conflict
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C First parliamentary elections in 2001: proportionally system, closed
lists, one electoral zone, gender quota

C Strong impact of international community and parliamentary
development community

C Building institutions while cause of conflict had not yet been
resolved; ‘statehood dilemma’

C Process of building institutions from scratch and gradual transfer of
competencies from UN to local institutions
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Structure of presentation

Opportunities for post-conflict parliaments

Challenges for post-conflict parliaments

5 Key features of post-conflict
parliamentary development

Parliamentary donor coordination
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/ o Opportunities for post-conflict parliaments

Developing a parliamentary system addressing key
issues of the conflict

Kosovo: relationship between majority and minorities;
constitutional and institutional minority protection
Reserved seats; guaranteed representation in Assembly Presidency; one

out of two vice-chairmanships of Committees, chairmanship of Communities
Committee, vital interest clause and reconciliation procedure

Protection but no veto; inclusion in process but no blockage of the
decision making process; e.g. law on languages

Non participation of significant part of K-S community
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Opportunities for post-conflict parliaments

2. Parliament to lead society in public gestures for internal
reconciliation

C Kosovo: parliamentary resolution on armed struggle and peaceful
resistance in 2003
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APostwar violence between rivals within majority commu

ALong negotiations result in agreement on mutual recog
of efforts, and adoption of parliamentary resolution

AWelcomed in majority society; important public gesture
reconciliation

Aconcern for Koseserb community
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3. Parliament to initiate or endorse legislation to overcome

the wounds of the war and accommodate victims of the
conflict

C Kosovo: Law on war veterans and civilian victims of the war

AProvide social benefits to those who suffered in the war
compensation for relatives of who passed away

ADifferent interpretation of events: make-tiscrornnatory
and inclusive

AChallenge on implementation and financial sustainabilit
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A Scenario and symbols: flag, anthem
A Oath and languages

A Seating order and presiding officer
A Election of government / president
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